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About MeAbout Me
History of IdahoHistory of Idaho’’s Hearts Heart
PurposePurpose
Current PrioritiesCurrent Priorities

Safe Haven Crisis NurserySafe Haven Crisis Nursery
Idaho Child Abuse Prevention CoalitionIdaho Child Abuse Prevention Coalition
Circle of ParentsCircle of Parents

Training and Technical AssistanceTraining and Technical Assistance

ReferencesReferences
BooksBooks

The Child Welfare Challenge: Policy, Practice & The Child Welfare Challenge: Policy, Practice & 
ResearchResearch
Predators: Pedophiles, Rapists & Other Sex Predators: Pedophiles, Rapists & Other Sex 
OffendersOffenders
Identifying Child Molesters: Preventing Child Identifying Child Molesters: Preventing Child 
Sexual Abuse by recognizing the Patterns of the Sexual Abuse by recognizing the Patterns of the 
OffendersOffenders

Seminars/WorkshopsSeminars/Workshops
Idaho ChildrenIdaho Children’’s Trust Funds Trust Fund
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Sexual AbuseSexual Abuse

ItIt’’s a difficult topics a difficult topic
Recent IncidentsRecent Incidents

Internet PornographyInternet Pornography
Child EnticementChild Enticement
HalbeslebensHalbeslebens

Attorney GeneralAttorney General’’s Reports Report
ItIt’’s a controversial topics a controversial topic

PreconditionsPreconditions

According to According to FinkelhorFinkelhor (1984) there are (1984) there are 
four preconditions that need to be met four preconditions that need to be met 
before sexual abuse can occur:before sexual abuse can occur:
Motivation to Sexually AbuseMotivation to Sexually Abuse
Overcoming Internal InhibitorsOvercoming Internal Inhibitors
Overcoming External InhibitorsOvercoming External Inhibitors
Overcoming the Resistance of the ChildOvercoming the Resistance of the Child

Little Red Riding HoodLittle Red Riding Hood

Several versions with lots of similaritiesSeveral versions with lots of similarities
““Stranger DangerStranger Danger””
In some versions it worksIn some versions it works
The reasons for the wolfThe reasons for the wolf’’s hesitation on s hesitation on 
the path variesthe path varies
Wolf became GrandmaWolf became Grandma
Red Riding Hood survives, sometimes Red Riding Hood survives, sometimes 
Grandma does tooGrandma does too
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TerminologyTerminology

Exhibitionism: When an adult exposes his Exhibitionism: When an adult exposes his 
or her genitals to a childor her genitals to a child
Voyeurism: When an adult watches a child Voyeurism: When an adult watches a child 
undress, bathe, or use the bathroomundress, bathe, or use the bathroom
Kissing: Lingering or intimate kissesKissing: Lingering or intimate kisses
Fondling: Of the child or has the child Fondling: Of the child or has the child 
touch his or her bodytouch his or her body
Fellatio or Cunnilingus: oralFellatio or Cunnilingus: oral--genital contactgenital contact

TerminologyTerminology

Vaginal or anal intercourse: Involving any Vaginal or anal intercourse: Involving any 
objectobject
Pornography: The use of pictures, video Pornography: The use of pictures, video 
tape, or filmtape, or film

Shown to the childShown to the child
Taken of the childTaken of the child
Exposure to Exposure to ““adult onlyadult only”” channels?channels?

Legal definitions of sexual abuse depends Legal definitions of sexual abuse depends 
on state lawon state law

Motivation to Sexually AbuseMotivation to Sexually Abuse

Three possible componentsThree possible components
Emotional congruence: relating sexually to the Emotional congruence: relating sexually to the 
child satisfies emotional needchild satisfies emotional need
Sexual arousal: the child comes to be the Sexual arousal: the child comes to be the 
potential source of sexual gratificationpotential source of sexual gratification
Blockage: Alternative sources of sexual Blockage: Alternative sources of sexual 
gratification are not available or are less gratification are not available or are less 
satisfyingsatisfying
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Overcoming Internal InhibitorsOvercoming Internal Inhibitors

Even with emotional congruence, sexual Even with emotional congruence, sexual 
arousal, and blockage, without the arousal, and blockage, without the 
lessening of internal inhibitors, the lessening of internal inhibitors, the 
motivation will not be unleashedmotivation will not be unleashed
Individual factors: Individual factors: 

AlcoholAlcohol
PsychosisPsychosis
Impulse disorderImpulse disorder
SenilitySenility
Family dynamicsFamily dynamics

Overcoming Internal InhibitorsOvercoming Internal Inhibitors

Social/Cultural FactorsSocial/Cultural Factors
Social toleration of sexual interest in childrenSocial toleration of sexual interest in children
Weak criminal sanctions against offendersWeak criminal sanctions against offenders
Ideology of patriarchal prerogatives for fathersIdeology of patriarchal prerogatives for fathers
Social toleration for deviance committed while Social toleration for deviance committed while 
intoxicatedintoxicated
Child pornographyChild pornography
Male inability to identify with needs of childrenMale inability to identify with needs of children

Presenting SymptomsPresenting Symptoms

Confusion of sex and loveConfusion of sex and love
Sexual identity conflictsSexual identity conflicts
Fear of adult femalesFear of adult females
Sexual addictionSexual addiction
Previous history of abusePrevious history of abuse
Other forms of abuseOther forms of abuse
Substance abuseSubstance abuse
Sexual irresponsibilitySexual irresponsibility
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Presenting SymptomsPresenting Symptoms

Poor stress management skillsPoor stress management skills
CompartmentalizationCompartmentalization
Denial of involvement in or responsibility Denial of involvement in or responsibility 
for abusive behavior, often with a high for abusive behavior, often with a high 
degree of defensivenessdegree of defensiveness
““MamaMama’’s boys boy””
IsolationIsolation
Egocentricity/narcissismEgocentricity/narcissism

Presenting SymptomsPresenting Symptoms

Jealousy of daughterJealousy of daughter’’s association with s association with 
boysboys
Authoritarian parentingAuthoritarian parenting
Low impulse control at home, with Low impulse control at home, with 
appropriately managed behavior appropriately managed behavior 
elsewhereelsewhere
Highly manipulative mannerHighly manipulative manner
Minimization of abusive behaviorMinimization of abusive behavior

Presenting SymptomsPresenting Symptoms

RationalizationRationalization
SelfSelf--deceptiondeception
Poor relationship with parentsPoor relationship with parents
PossessivenessPossessiveness
Blurring of generational boundariesBlurring of generational boundaries
Low selfLow self--esteemesteem
DepressionDepression
ParanoiaParanoia
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Presenting SymptomsPresenting Symptoms

Irrational reasoning or behaviorIrrational reasoning or behavior
Sexual validationSexual validation
Control issuesControl issues
Dysfunctional guiltDysfunctional guilt
Rigid moral or religious valuesRigid moral or religious values
SexualizationSexualization of emotionsof emotions

Overcoming External InhibitorsOvercoming External Inhibitors

Mother who is absent or illMother who is absent or ill
Mother who is not close to or protective of Mother who is not close to or protective of 
childchild
Mother who is dominated or abused by Mother who is dominated or abused by 
fatherfather
Social isolation of the familySocial isolation of the family
Lack of supervision of childLack of supervision of child
Unusual sleeping or rooming conditionsUnusual sleeping or rooming conditions

Overcoming External InhibitorsOvercoming External Inhibitors

Social/CulturalSocial/Cultural
Lack of social supports for motherLack of social supports for mother
Barriers to womenBarriers to women’’s equalitys equality
Erosion of social networksErosion of social networks
Ideology of family sanctityIdeology of family sanctity
DivorceDivorce

Adult GroomingAdult Grooming
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Overcoming the Resistance of the Overcoming the Resistance of the 
ChildChild

Child who is emotionally insecure or Child who is emotionally insecure or 
depriveddeprived
Child who lacks knowledge about sexual Child who lacks knowledge about sexual 
abuseabuse
CoercionCoercion
Social/CulturalSocial/Cultural

Unavailability of sex education for childrenUnavailability of sex education for children
Social powerlessness of childrenSocial powerlessness of children

Child GroomingChild Grooming

Treatment for OffendersTreatment for Offenders
There has been some successThere has been some success
Successful componentsSuccessful components

ReeducationReeducation
ResocializationResocialization
RestitutionRestitution

Practice wisdomPractice wisdom
Mutual cooperationMutual cooperation
““MotivationMotivation”” not necessarily requirednot necessarily required
Individual treatment as well as family therapyIndividual treatment as well as family therapy
Specific techniques by specialistsSpecific techniques by specialists

Current Program ChallengesCurrent Program Challenges

False AllegationsFalse Allegations
Sexual abuse is hard to proveSexual abuse is hard to prove
Special training should be given to ensure Special training should be given to ensure 
proper interviewingproper interviewing

Treatment EffectivenessTreatment Effectiveness
Current recidivism is between 30Current recidivism is between 30--50% 50% 
Long term studies are neededLong term studies are needed

StaffingStaffing
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Thank You!Thank You!

Sunny ReedSunny Reed
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

IdahoIdaho’’s Hearts Heart
(208) 424(208) 424--09430943

idahosheart@ideasforyou.comidahosheart@ideasforyou.com
www.idahosheart.orgwww.idahosheart.org


